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'Of course | want to look after my little boy, and also become
self-reliant. There's no way | would rely on social welfare. I'm
going to find a job for sure and suppoert my family'. Ah Liis a
very determined young woman. She came to Hong Kong when she
married a local man and found difficulties both in finding work and
within her marriage. Now she is alone with her son, hoping that by
her own determination, she can find a place for herself in her new
environment.

Ah Li speaks of New Arrivals as being in a vulnerable situation in
Hong Kong society. Their marginal status is at least partly due to
language difficulties Inability to speak Cantonese means
communication with local people and using community resources,
is difficult, Hong Kong's economy has not completely recovered
from the economic downturn. There are still staff cuts, wage cuts
and unemployment. Of course in these circumstances it is
outsiders, like Ah Li, who are hit hardest,

We have assisted Ah Lito find a job and arranged for her son to
attend our After-school Care Service, However, there are many,
other Ah Lis in Hong Kong. |n order to provide better service and
help the new arrivals to integrate into our community and become
self-reliant, our New Arrivals Programme now has two new service
centres, one in Mong Kok and one in Sheung Shui. These new
developments mean that we can provide an even more
comprehensive service to our New Arrivals clients,
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\ Integrated Service Project for the
New Arrivals, Yau Tsim Mong District

We wish to thank the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust
for their generous support by way of sponsorship. This has
enabled our Yau Tsim Mong Team to build up a distinct image
after 2 years of hard work in the District. The wide acceptance
of our service further strengthens our commitment to deliver
new and prompt services.

(1) Mutual Help After-school Care Service for New
Arrival Families.
At the Mong Kok centre we have an after-school care

service for New Arrival children from the Yau-Tsim-Mong
district. Their parents are able to go out and work. New
Arrival women assist as sitters , which increases their
confidence and capability to work.

(2) District based Employment Support Network

This is a joint project between CA, other service
providers and the Hong Kong Council of Social Service.
It provides unemployed New Arrivals with information,
advice and support in their search for a job. It looks for
suitable vacancies, gives interview training and also runs
vocational training courses. Services include free use of
computers and the internet, lectures and small group
training and support.
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There have been an increasing number of low-income new
arrival families residing in Yuen Long, Tai Po and the North
Districts in the last few years. Rural schools have also
admitted a large number of new arrival school children,
some of whom are cross-border students. The number of
new arrivals is on the increase and the demand for service Is
also rising. With the funding from the CWM [/ Nethersole
Fund, the Rural Service Project for New Arrivals was
launched last August with the objective of providing service
to the new arrival families as well as children in this area.
For the past six months, we have provided case
management service, helping more than 120 new arrival
families who have arrived in Hong Kong for less than one
year, with financial, housing and employment problems. We
have also successfully applied for emergency funding for
half of these families. Our service also includes counseling,
organization of various small development groups and
community-based / school-based programmes, serving a
total of more than 2,000 people.
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District based Employment Support Network
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Last June Christian Action, with support from the Quality
Education Fund, began a year long ‘Mutual Help Project for
Parents of New Arrival Children'. The project allows New
Arrival parents to better understand the difficulties their
children are facing in adapting to their new environment so
that they are better equipped to steer their children through
any rough patches they may encounter.

The project has been active in several rural schools in the
Morth District, Yuen Long and Tuen Mun. We have
arranged parent talks, counselling, sharing groups, social
activities for introducing aspects of the district and Hong
Kong life. All are aimed to promote the integration of New
Arrivals into Hong Kong society as quickly and smoothly as
possible.
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