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"Nobody hires me but lcan be my own boss. No money to rent a
salen butl can provide a home service.” Comments by participants
of Christian Action's Seff-Employment Enterprise Scheme.

In order to provide an alternative channel for unemployed people to
become self-reliant, Christian Action first introduced the pilot
programme  Self-employment Enterprise Scheme in 1998, The
programme provides training, both general training in running a small
business and specific skills, to unemployed people wishing to set up
their own businesses. The focusis onniche market businesses such as
beauty care and valel cleaning. These are activities which regquire low
start-up costs, practical skills and torwhich there is sufficient demand.
This scheme provides people with a new way outof unemployment

In recognition of its importance, the Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust has provided funding for us to continue the
scheme Now named “Spirit of the 21" Century™ -
Self-Employment Enterprise Scheme to reflect Hong Kong
people's unflagging spirt.  As we move into the new
millennium, the programme continues to be popular.

Training classes are provided in Reflexology and
Massage, Beauty Care and Cosmetics Make-up,
Neighbourhood Childcare and Contract
Cleaning. In order to give encouragemeant

to the participants for establishing their
businesses, Christian Action's
Resource Centre provides rooms
for the reflexology and beauty
entreprenzurs for their trial run.
They have many satisfied
customers amang our
staff and retrainees and
the entrepreneaurs’
running costs have been
reduced at the same
time. |norder to extend
the network of clients,
participants provide
home services and they
have also partnered with
existing enterprises on

a profit-sharing basis,

o establish and
promote theirservices,
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=EEEET /] H -2t BIEERED - Ms. Ting, instructor of the Beauty Care & Cosmetics Make-up Class, has
Tas Bt N EEREE I also kKindly provided her well-equipped beauty parlour as a practice centre
B} iBg: THEEREFLLZHAR = She says, '| have seen many women in difficulty coping with demands of
i - 3 BFEET L ZEBRMEE _ y cop el
P SE  BMEE—RrA S family and work. They need to werk to make a financial contribution to the
. : — family but find it very difficult to fitin the hours a regular job requires. Being
EERMEMFR - HE LHFHMBEN T ;
£ Aol R EWEE - B RIEE —Z07HER - self-employed gives them much more flexibility. CA's Self-Employment
e E Enterprise Scheme s a gateway to a type of employment to suit their
G{EEEHEE SEMAHELYE  BE particular needs and skills. Although the path to success is difficult, the
HEF BFLAHENNRR EBR Scheme provides participants with a beacon of hope. Many of my students
B MEEEEMR ¢« 4 have succeeded in becoming self-employed and some have even opened

their own beauty parlours. *



