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Our mission at Christian Action is, and always has been, to help those in need. In fifteen short years
we have found new ways to reach out to ever more pecople in need of a helping hand. In 1985 we had
a single programme, providing training to Vietnamese Asylum Seekers in Hong Kong. Now we have
grown to nine different programmes, ranging from providing vocational training to thousands of Hong
Kong people each year to saving lives of abandoned children in China's desolate Qinghai Province.

Yet, our basic goal is not justto help those in need, but more importantly to help them in such a way
that they can become self-reliant. By giving people the tools, skills and confidence they require, we
help them succeed in ways that were previously unimaginable to them. MNothing is more heart-
warming than seeing someone coming into our training courses shy, unconfident and hesitant, and
leaving full of energy and enthusiasm for a new jobthatthey never expected to land.

In the last few months, we have made tremendous strides in several areas. We have moved forward
in our Mainland China Programme, building two rural primary schools in Qinghai Province. In Hong
Kong, we have begun the Special Job Attachment and Intensive Employment Assistance
Programmes, These projects, funded by the Social Welfare Department, equip CSSA recipients to
re-enter the labour market and have met with great success., We are also working on the second
phase of our Self-employment Enterprise Scheme, funded by Hong Kong Jockey Club, to provide
unemployed people with the skills and entrepreneurial know-how to set up their own businesses. In
addition, the opening of our Sheung Shui Service Centre in June this year marks Christian Action's
entry into the New Territories, which caters to many New Arrivals and others in need of help.

The experience of the last fifteen years has shown me just how much every person has to offer. Itis
a privilege and a huge adventure to be part of projects that allow people to reach potentials that had
been suppressed by poverty and lack of opportunity. Providing individuals with basic necessities or
skills, be it shelter, education, training or legal advice can be compared to tending a seed. Initially
the seed requires careful cultivation, which helps it to grow stronger, and once its fruit ripens it can
even provide others with nourishment. So it is in society too, that through mutual help we can assist
each other.

Christian Action has developed rapidly, building on skills and know-how that we have acquired along
the way. However without the fertile soil of the tremendous support we receive from so many
sources, we too would be unable to flourish. As always, self-reliance and mutual support coexist
and we are all partners. We need your support to provide opportunities for those in need, while they
require our help to realise their potential. Thank you for all you have done. May we continue to grow
together in the next year.
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