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Arnel, seventeen yearsold, took part in
this programme last year, then had
training as clerk in Christian &ction.
Arnel did not do well in school, and
although he feels that his poor school
recard should not mark him down as a
failure, coupled with his lack of work
experience and knowledge of the job
market, they were a serious stumkling
block to finding employment . Arnel saw
the Youth Pre-Employment Training
Programme asan opportunity to rectify
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the people who bear the family burden

bhut also for the youth who step into the
coammunity. Christian Action initiates to
improve employment prospects for
unemploved vouth and continuesto be one
ofthe main arganisations involved in the 27
phase of the Youth Pre-employment
Training Programme under the direction of
the Labour Department. The training schem e g
targets unemployed people between the age

aof 15 and 19 and provides a wvariety of
vocational training to improve the wyoung
participants' compelitiveness and to be self-
reliantin the employment market.
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caonfidence and made him trust his own
abilities. He nowfeels gqualified to give
some advice to other young people,
who may feel confused and frightened
about their future. 'lt's really easy to
lose confidence even to the poirt of
wanting to just give up, maybe even
contemplate suicide. But if you can

find a target and direction, you can
succeed. | know, because | have been

inthat stage '
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Thomas i a8 Form 5 graduate. He completed the Youth Pre-
Employment Training Programme specialising ininformation technology,

and then worked in an LLT. company as a technician. Apart from
practising his specialist vocational skills, the work placement also
exposed Thomas to customer communication and general office
arganisation, After the work experience period he was offered full time
emplayment in the company and is involved in customer support to banks
and other organisations that have recently installed new IT systems. When
he thinks back to his time at Christian Action’s Youth Pre-Employment
Training Programme he says that the most important lesson that he learnt is,
"to think things through methodically and carefully. By learning to do this, my
confidence and ability to solve problems has grown 50 much,’
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Jess studied in our Hotel Housekeeping R oom
Atendant class and carried out work attachm ent
at the hotel. She practiced her chambermaid
gkills and learnt all about the strudure of the
hotel and elements of customer sarvice. She
zaid her supervisors were demanding andthis
taught her a good lesson that she must be
methodical in her wark.  'One time the
supervisor got me to clean a bathroom four
times az | wasn't doing it properly. There
really iz a 'right way and a wong way'.
Mow she is working on a permansnt
contract in the same hotel and is locking
forwardto a long career in the hospitality
incustry. 'I've got used to the working
environmert now, and I'm thinking
about learning some foreign languages
to help me in my work. |'ve found my
target and am going to develop my

career inthe hotel industry !



