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A courageous step towards:

Self-reliance
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Developments in Hong Kong's communications technology have
allowed a fewrays of light to filter into the economy after the recent
financial storms, but nonetheless have also created many social
problems. Gradually enterprises have moved northwards, away
from Hong Kong, as the information revelution has spread into
China. Justasinthe 1980s when factories moved from Hong Kong
to the Mainland where wages were much lower, so white collar jobs
are now shifting across the border. As a result, there is now
structural reorganisation across many sectors in Hong Kong,
with unemployment rates approaching crisis point. In this situation,
some people have immense difficulties finding work and now Hong
Kong has many long term unemployed.

In Hong Kong society, there is a great stigma against claiming
welfare benefits, but more and more people are doing so, as low
educational attainment and lack of other forms of support leaves
them with few other options. This year Christian Action has been
chosen by the Social Welfare Department to set up two schemes
called "A Brighter Mew Future - Special Job Attachment
Programme”™ and "Gateway to Success” - Intensive Employment
Assistance Programme’, both aimed at long term unemployed
pecple who are claiming Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance (CS5SA) benefits. By gradually introducing them back
into work environments and giving intensive training and couselling,
we increase these people's confidence, vocational abilities
and self-reliance.

Since its inception fifteen years ago. Christian Action has never
ceased to develop and grow. One of the secrets of our success is
our responsiveness to changes in market conditions, allowing
us to quickly update our training courses so that our retrainees can
offer skills which are really relevant and so find jobs quickly.

Helping people te become self-reliant underpins our training
programmes, however it is not aimed solely at the 4.5% of Hong
Kong's population who are unemployed but also extends to New
Arrivals from Mainland China. These families, who have come to
Hong Kong to be reunited and to find a better life face all kinds of
problems of adaptation. They must overcome the difficulties of
new social, work and school environments. Last year, we have
worked very hard to raise funds for organising new services to New
Arrivals, strengthening our support and easing their adaptation to
their new home.

Based on the basic philosophy of promoting self-reliance to the
vulnerable group, Christian Action has also extended its scope of
work into Mainland China. The first Children's Home in the poor
Qinghai Province in cooperation with the local government,
continues to provide comprehensive rehabilitation, surgeries and
education to orphans and children with disabilities. Our efforts are
always directed at increasing the children's physical abilities so
that in the future, wherever possible, they can live independently.
Last year, we have also raised funds to build two rural primary
schools in Tongren County.. Giving children access to education
will have a powerfully transforming effect in this very poor area,
The next generation will be able to read and write; education will
give them the power to break out of the cycle of poverty and to
become more self-reliant.

Christian Action seeks in all of its projects to give people the tools
to take more control of their own lives. We realise that giving
‘handouts’ does not allow people in need to grow and develop
but rather creates dependency. However, by concentrating on
building confidence and self-reliance by providing cpportunities to
learn skills we can create lasting change, facilitating those in need
to transform their lives through their own efforts.



